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ADVERTISEMENT. 


\ S Mr. Mzsszs's Family, conſiſting of ſix 


children, are to this day in a great mea- 
| ſure unprovided for, and as it is wholly out of 
the power of his congregation of themſelves to 
make ſuitable proviſion for them ; their friends 


earneſtly ſolicit the aſſiſtance of the benevolent, 


and inform the public, that benefactions for the 
above purpoſe will be thankfully received, and 
faithfully applied, by 5 


Mr. Walter Watkins, Leatherſeller, in Great News 
port Street, near Leiceſter Fields. 

Mr. Yeoman, in Leiceſter Court, Caſtle Street, 

Mr. Barwiſe, Maſon, at Mile End. 

Mr. Kemp, Cabinet Maker, Cornhill. 

Mr, Pudner, Haberdaſher, in Fleet Street. 


Preparing for the Preſs, and to be Publiſhed by 
| Subſcription, for the Benefit of his Family, 


The Three laſt SERMoNs preached by Mr. Meſſer, 


Price 18. 6d. | | 


SUBSCRIPTIONS taken in by the above Gentlemen, 


and by Meſs", Keith, Johnſon, Dilly and Buckland, 


% SUBSCRIBERS for Six Copies will have a 
Seventh gratis, 5 . 
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THE 
SURE FOUNDATION, &e. 


'T the deſire of your late dear and 
honoured ' paſtor, now with Jeſus, 
1 am called to addreſs you, the members 
of this church, on this ſolemn, and to 
you eſpecially mournful occaſion, from 
that bleſſed portion of divine revelation; 
2 Tim. ii. 19, Nevertheleſs the foundation 
of God flandeth jure, having this ſeal, the 
Lord knoweth them that are his, 

The original cauſe of this obſervation 
was, an oppoſition made to the apoſtles 
doQrine, by certain profeſſors and teach- 
ers, who curiouſly pried into what was 


not revealed, and pretended to be wiſe 
above what was written. Of this claſs 


two are mentioned, by name Hymeneus 
and Philetus; men of ſubtilty, of parts, 
and of a taking addreſs, whoſe word is 
ſaid to have eaten as a canker, which 
: corrupts,, and preys upon the parts conti- 
h guous, till it ſtops up the very ſprings of 
life, and puts a period to the preſent 2288 
of our exiſtence. 

Nodoubt theſe troublers looked on them- 
ſelves to be men of far greater er 
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and deeper penetration, than their fellows. 
They ſaw into and underſtood the things 
of God better than their neighbours, 
therefore they muſt needs impart inſtrue- 
tion to thoſe who had leſs acquaintance 
with religion than themſelves, Their 
ſubtle reaſoning gained, upon the credulous, 
as well it might on a point ſo abſtruſe in 
itſelf k“, and ſo unaccountable to human 
reaſon, as the doctrine of the reſurrection. 
Theſe men were ſomewhat like our mo- 
dern pretenders to new light, and know- 
ledge of the divine word, who ſet up as 
reformers of the church in matters of 
faith, or of diſcipline, and who, by the 
fruits of their reformation, evidently ap= 
pear not to have been ſent of God, as no- 
thing but confuſion reſults from their 
attempts +. | RT 
| But 

* Abſtruſe in itſelf, when the pride of wiſdom will 
not ſuffer us to reſolve the bleſſed doctrine of the re- 


ſurrection, into the wiſdom, power and promiſe of 
the Almighty. | 


+ Of late years, elvecially ſince Mr, ndnd has 
been known in London, there have been Tome mem; 
bers of the baptiſt churches, who, having dratik deeply 
into his ſpirit of ſelf-efteem, and whe, rot being able 
to give up the article of believers baptiſm, and ſo to 
; enter 
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But, with all their pretenſions to ſupe· 
rior knowledge, the holy apoſtle, under 
the influence of the unerring ſpirit, de- 
livered them ta Satan as diſturbers of the 
church, that they might learn not to blaſ- 
pheme the doctrine of Chriſt, the power 
and wiſdom of God; and aſſures Timo- 
thy, that whatever attempts might be made 
by falſe preachers, and what ſeeming ſuc- 
ceſs ſoever they may have for a time, the 
goſpel is a ſure foundation, and cannot 
poſſibly be ſhaken. Nevertheleſs the 
foundation of God ftandeth ſure, &c. 

Nevertheleſs; notwithſtanding falſe 
preachers ariſe and diſturb the peace of 
the church. Notwithſtanding, by their 
| doctrine, the faith, of nominal chriſtians, 


enter into. communion with his perfect church, haye 
done all in their power to reduce the churches to which 
they belonged, to the Sandemanean ſtandard. But it 
has generally happened that, inſtead of their endeavours 
being owned, they have departed diſcontented becauſe 
of their ill ſucceſs, and inveighed againſt thoſe whom 
they left behind as little better than accurſed. This 
to me is an evident proof, that the Lord never deſign- 
ed them as inſtruments in his reformation work, as, 
unto them, the diyine porter did not ſee meet to open 
either the underſtanding, or the affections of his 
prople, | 
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and mere profeſſors is overturned; and 
that of ſome real, though unwary be- 
lievers, greatly ſtaggered for a time. 
Notwithſtanding this is the caſe, it can 
have no manner of influence upon vital 
chriſtianity: for the foundation of 
God ſtandeth ſure, &c. When firſt 
brought to a ſenſe of divine things, 
if a man but profeſs to be a believer in 
Chriſt, it is ſufficient to gain him our 
higheſt eſteem, and unreſerved confidence: 
but by and by, when we begin to diſcover | 
the vile hypocriſy of ſome, the failures 
and imperfections of all, and the endleſs 
_ diverſity of opinions abounding concern- 
ing this or that, we are tempted to think 
there is nothing real in religion, and that 
our own experience 1s only a dream. But 
farther inſtruction teacheth us, that what- 
ever takes place amongſt profeſſors of re- 
ligion, it can in no wile affect religion it- 
felf. Seeing the foundation of God 
ſtandeth ſure, having this ſeal, the Lord 
 knoweth them that are his. - 
In handling the ſubject, I fhall, dunn 
divine aſſiſtance, open the words, and 


then apply the doctrine of them to this 
ſolemn and mournful occaſion. 


In 
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In opening the text, I would, 


I. Obſerve, that here is a people men- 
tioned, who are ſaid to be the Lord's, 


the Lord knoweth them that are his. If by 


the Lord here we underſtand the Deity ab- 
ſtractly conſidered, as the great God, the 


majeſty of all worlds, the Creator, the 


ſupporter and governor of univerſal na- 


ture, it will be readily admitted, that all 


things in heaven above, and in earth be- 
neath, are his property. But then as a 
Creator, ſupporter and governor, all things 


are his in the ſelf- ſame manner, and in 


them all he ſhall certainly be eventually 
glorified. Beſides, the language of our text 


ſeems to point out a ſpecial propriety inſome, 
as diſtinguiſhed from others, and which 


may be thus accounted for. 
1. If by the Lord we underſtand God 


the Father, to whom election is uſually 


aſcribed, though not to the excluſion of 
the Son and Holy Ghoſt, as diſtinct per- 
ſons or ſubſiſtencies in the divine eſſence, 
it will follow, that the people here ſpoken 
of, are his by the right of ſovereign elec- 
tion. That God, who created the whole 
race of mankind, undoubtedly had an in- 
. had right to prepare afore time as 
many 


4181 
many veſſels unto glory, as in his infinite 
wiſdom he ſaw meet, cannot be denied; 


and this he might be ſuppoſed to do, with 


out any impeachment of his moral charac 
ter. Thus choſen, this people became 
his in a ſpecial and peculiar manner, and 
it may be thought, that his conduct to- 
wards them is different from that which 


he exerciſes towards the world in general ; 
ſeeing he hath loved them, with an ever- 


laſting love, he may draw them with his 
loving kindneſs. 1 5 
2. If by the Lord we underſtand the 
incarnate WORD, our great and bleſſed Im- 
manuel, it will appear, that the people 


ſpoken of are his by the gift of the Father 


in covenant tranſactions. Thine they 
were, and thou gaveſt them me.* Thine 
they were, in virtue of thy ſolemn choice; 
thou gaveſt them me in covenant ſtipula- 
tions, as my fulneſs and glory. Thou 
gaveſt them me to be redeemed from death 
and deſtruction. Which leads me to ob- 
ſerve, that this people are his by purchaſe. 
The friend of ſinners, the immaculate 
Redeemer, gave himſelf for them; his 


ſoul for their ſouls, his body for their bo- 


ID, John xvii. 6. 
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dies, as the price of their redemption. 
Yes, believers, ye are his, bought with a 
price, and are no longer at your own dii- 
poſal. Ve are part of that church of God 
which he hath bought with his own blood; 
ſaved from going down into the pit, the 
Son himſelf having become your ranſom; 
therefore you are Ss the Redeemer's 
property. 

3. If by the Lord we underſtand the 
Holy Ghoſt, it is clear that they are his, 
by ſure poſſeſſion, and by the conqueſts of 

his grace. Becauſe ye were ſons, he hath 
ſent forth the ſpirit of his Son, or the 
Holy Ghoſt, into your hearts; therefore 
your bodies are now the temples of the 
eternal ſpirit, and through him habita- 
tions for the Almighty God of Jacob, and 
we have authority to declare, that whoſoever 
hath not the ſpirit of Chriſt is none of bis. 
He is not his by poſſeſſion and conqueſt, 
and there is therefore no evidence of 
his being his, by purchaſe and redemption. 
Wherever the holy ſpirit is thus ſent forth 
into the heart, he ſo convinceth of ſin, of 
righteouſneſs and judgment, as to make 
the ſoul willing to ſubmit to the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, receive redemption en- 
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fro] 
tirely through the blood of atonement, 
and bow to the upright ſceptre of his go- 


vernment as King in Zion, and Ruler 


amongſt the people. 

If thus the Lord's people, if thus they 
are the property of Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, it muſt follow, that ſuch they were 


from everlaſting, even from all eternity 


before time; as it is impoſſible there can 
be any acceſſion to his fulneſs and glory, 
whatever change may paſs upon their per- 
ſonal circumſtances. If thus the Lord's, 
they ſhall be his to the end, even to ever- 
laſting, unleſs it could be proved, that 
thoſe who are God's people to-day, may 
not be his to-morrow z who are his in 


time, may not be his in eternity. Great, 


unſpeakably great is your privilege, O be- 


lievers! Ye are God's huſbandry, God's 


building, in life, in death, in judgment, 


to all eternity ye are your Redeem- 


er's portion, your Maker's jewels. 
If his in the manner explained, ſurely 
he has an. undoubted right to ſet bounds 


to their habitations, to fix their ſtations 


in life, to appoint their labours, and chooſe 


the manner in which they ſhall glorify | 


him. To number their days, and elect 
5 their 
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their Croſs for them; to fix the means, 


and circumſtances attending their ſeveral 


deaths, and at what period he pleaſes, to 
put them in poſſeſſion of the gracious re- 
ward of their Redeemer's agonies and 
death. Thus to be his, is the greateſt 
pleaſure we are capable of enjoying, it 
opens the ſprings of everlaſting conſola- 
tion, it lays the foundation of undoubted 
ſafety to every Believer. For they are, 
II. Built upon the foundation of God 
which ſtandeth ſure, having this ſeal, the 
Lord knoweth them that are his. The 
word foundation here uſed, may with the 
ſtricteſt propriety be applied, Wy 
1. To Jeſus Chriſt, the only foundation 
of the church, that glorious fabric, raiſed 
an habitation for God through the ſpi- 


rit. Behold I lay in Zion for a founda- 


tion, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious cor- 
ner ſtone; a ſure foundation *. Beſides 


this tried, this precious ſtone, no founda- 


tion was ever laid by the Father of mer- 
cies, and none will ever be laid by his 


faithful miniſters, for other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which 


. # Thaiah xxviii. as 
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is Chriſt Jeſus the righteous *. On him 


only as upon a rock the whole church 


elect and believing, in all its members re- 
generate and unregenerafe , are built; 


and therefore it is, that our Zion is im- 


moveable forever. 
Ves, believers, Jeſus Chriſt is the faite 


dation of all the gracious works of God, 
from eternity to eternity, either for or 


upon the perſons of his people. Eternal 


election, or the immutable choice of their 


perſons was in Chriſt the firſt elect, in 
whom only all the members of his myſtt- 
cal body were choſen, that they ſhould be 
holy, and without blame, before him in 
love, As creatures they enjoyed no ex- 


cellency, but what their ſovereign Creator 


Was pleaſed to inveſt them ' with, and 


therefore, in themſelves, there could be 


'S x Cor. iii, 18... - 
+. Unregenerate. A didnt is FO made . 


| the elect and believing churches, not that they are ſup- 


poſed ta conſiſt of different members; but becauſe the 
whole body of thoſe appointed to glory are included in 
the elect church; whereas many of them have not yet 
commenced nemnbireo? the believing church. Of the 
latter, none can be truly conſidered, beſides, thoſe who 
believe in Jeſus ; but all who ſhall believe are properly 
members of the former, whatever their preſent perſonal 
circumſtances may be, | 
5 no 
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no reaſon why he ſhould deal otherwiſe. 
with them, than with other — of his 
workmanſhip. | 

If God has made a covenant with his 
people, it is with David his anointed, on 
their account; with his beloved, his dear, 
his only begotten Son, whom he hath 
eſtabliſhed as its ſurety and mediator ; and 
of whom it is ſaid, * Now he hat ob- 
tained a more excellent miniſtry, by how 

much alſo he is the mediator of a better 
covenant, which was eſtabliſhed upon 
better premiſes &. So great a concern 
hath he in covenant tranſactions, that he 
is even called by the name of the peoples 
covenant . And this too with the great- 
eſt propriety, ſeeing only in him its great 

and precious promiſes are all yea and amen 
to them who believe, 

Survey the whole fabric of the avſpel, 
and there you will ſee a crucified Chrift ; 
for as there is none other name given un- 
der heaven among men, by which we can 
be ſaved, but that of Jeſus Chriſt; the apoſ- 
tles received no other miſſion than to preach 
bim, they knew no other dodrine, but that 
which held forth a crucified Chriſt, as the 

* Heb. viii. 6. 1 Iſaiah xlix, 8. 
8 G only 


- — 8 — „ — — 
7 — — — PE? — 5 
_— — 2 ©, a 
- Sins = — = "> Þ — 6 — 
Sf TYx_ 8 — — * 8 


— 


— — — 


n = EF 


8 _ - — — = 
— ö ——— — 2 
: = 
. ˙¹ De EC K . —ͤ a oe. 
2 — — - — 


— 
OS EET 


- 
— 


— — ä — 
— — nr —— 
- — => — — — — 


— 
ones AS" os 


- - — 
w LD — — 
— * 


— — 


5 5 —— 
E ww . . 5 . —·˙O] . 


—— — - — — 
. —— : — 


— 


— — — — 
> — — — 


* 
— 2 Cc —. — — — 


141 


only ground of hope to the loſt and periſhi ing. 
Let the deſcendants of Hymeneus and 
Philetus in our days applaud, as much as 
they pleaſe, thoſe doctrines which are ſub- 
ver ſive of that of the Croſs, long may we 


have a right to ſay, © We preach Jeſus 


Chriſt, and him crucified ;” although it 
ſhould Kill, as heretofore, be to the Jews 


a ſtumbling-block,' and to the Greeks 


fooliſhneſs. That miniſtry which hath a 
foundation different from this, bear what 
name, and obtain what credit it may, is 
no way akin to the bleſſed goſpel of recon- 
ciliation, which is adapted to the circum- 
ſtances of ſinners only. 


Jeſus, our adorable Redeemer, is God's 


only foundation on which he builds our 
every Chriſtian privilege, and every goſ- 


pel benefit. Reconciliation is entirely by 


the blood of his Croſs; “ for all things 
are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
- himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt.““ Hence that 
inference of the apoſtle, ſo expreſſive of 


the believer's full ſalvation ; “ for if 


When we were enemies (in our hearts by 


wicked works) we were reconciled to God 


by the death of his Son, much more be- 


* 2 Cor, v. 18. 1 Rom. v. 10, 11. 


ing 


[ 15 1] 
ing reconciled we ſhall be ſaved thro' his 
life.” The juſtification of your perſons 
in the eye of infinite holineſs is your Ma- 
ker's act; but its meritorious cauſe or 


foundation is the obedience of his Son. It 


is only in the name Jeſus that believers 
rejoice all the day, and in his righteouſ- 
neſs alone their perſons are exalted. As 
it was Meſſiah who was cut off, and 


who brought in an everlaſting righteouſ- 


neſs, ſo it is only in him that all the ſeed 


of Iſrael are juſtified and ſhall glory. — 


Thus if choſen, you are choſen in him; 
if juſtified from All things, it is through 


his redemption ; if you rejoice, it is not 


in yourſelyes, nor in other creatures, but 
in the Lord; and therefore if you glory 
aright, it is only in his Croſs, by which 
the world is crucified to you, and you to 
the world. 

As the holy Jeſus is the foundation of 
all God's purpoſes, works of grace, and 
doctrines of truth, as well as of our com- 
fort, faith and hope, he is tried, and there- 
fore ineſtimably precious in the ſight of 
the Father, and in the eſteem of believ- 


ers. The God and Father of our Lord 


2m Chriſt put his filial obedience, his 
2 con- 
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conſtaney and firmneſs ſufficiently to the 
trial, by the arduous work to which he 
appointed him; and his needy, helpleſs, 
periſhing people have had full proof of 
his love, tenderneſs and compaſſion. Build 
upon ſand who will, may the divine Spi- 


rit enable us, my brethren, to build only 


on Jeſus the foundation of God's laying. 
This application of our text to the perſon 
and offices of Jeſus, to explain it in any 
tolerable degree, would require much 


more time and room than the nature of 


this diſcourſe will admit of. I ſhall there- 
fore conclude this head with obſerving, 
that, whatever bleſſings were ſettled upon 
the church of God before time; whatever 
grace is communicated to its members in 
time, in a way of precious experience; 
and whatever glory ſhall be conferred on 
them in eternity, are all built upon the 
Lord Jeſus as the rock of ages, the goſ- 

pel foundation, I ſhall now, | 
2. Obſerve, that by the foundation of 
God, we may underſtand the ſovereign, 
unalterable purpoſe of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, infinite ages before all worlds. 
This is the ſpring which ſets all the wheels 
of grace in motion; the ever · living foun- 
tains 


1 
tain, whence all our bleſſings flow. As 
Jeſus is the foundation of the divine pur- 
poſe, that purpoſe itſelf is the foundation 
of the whole ſyſtem of grace. To this 


your preſervation in Chriſt, prior to your 


converſion, is owing; what a beautiful 
chain of grace does this ſubject unfold ? 
Whom he foreknew, he choſe in Chriſt, 
before the foundation of the world; 
whom he choſe, he preſerved in Chriſt; 
whom he preſerved, he called; whom 
he called, them he alſo juſtified ; whom 
he juſtified, them he alſo glorified. 
A chain of bleſſings, all- of which are 
neceſſary to our falvation ; the lack of 
one would have marred the whole, and 
rendered the ſcheme unbecoming the in- 


finitely wiſe Jehovah. 


 Foxeknowledge was indiſpen6bly ne- 


ceſſary, in order to prevent confalion, and 
render the plan compleat. Predeſtination 
was requiſite to preclude all poſſibility 
of diſappointment. Election in Chriſt, 


and not in ourſelves, was altogether as 


neceſſary, that the works of God might 
be becoming the dignity of his own per+ 
fections. Upon theſe premiſes, preſer- 
vation in Chriſt became requiſite, in order 

| that 
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that the eternal deſigns and purpoſes of 
grace ſhould not be fruſtrated; ſeeing God 
might as well not have choſen his people, 
as have left them to periſh after he had 
choſen them. In like manner their being 
preſerved in Chriſt, would have anſwered 


no valuable end, if left after all to die 
in an uncalled eſtate, ſeeing that, unleſs 


a man be born again, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. Nor would it be 
becoming that God, whoſe works are 


perfect, and whoſe council ſhall ſtand for- 


ever, to call his people by his grace, and 


not preſerve them to glory. 


And what is this effectual calling, but 
a laying of Chriſt in the heart, as the 
foundation of a ſure and certain depen- 
dance for every ſpiritual bleſſing in time 
and eternity ? Moreover, faith would be 
of little eſteem, but for its connection 
with its glorious object, from-whence only 
it derives all its excellency and conquering 
virtue. Bleſſed are they who have, bleſſed 
are you, if you have Jeſus Chriſt revealed 
in you, as the foundation of your expe- 
rience. Without this, religion is a dream, 


and the profeſſion of it mere ran 


f 


This 


f "TY. 

This eternal, ſovereign, and unaltera- 
ble purpoſe of God in Chriſt, is the foun- 
dation of all perſonal holineſs, and real 


religion. What conformity to Jeſus hath 


any man, to which he was not predeſti- 
nated? Or what degree of holineſs hath 


any one arrived at, to which he was not 


choſen ? ? The firſt end of election is, that 
we might be holy, and without blame be- 
fore God in love; and the only end of 
predeſtination, that thoſe predeſtinated 
ſhould be conformed to the image of the 
adorable, and ineffably immaculate Jeſus. 
Farther, this unchanging purpoſe of 
God in Chriſt, is the foundation of all 
your aſſiſtance in performing duty; of all 
your ſupport in enduring hardſhips, and 
paſſing through troubles; and of all your 
victories over the Devil, the world, and 
the fleſh. For whom he called, them he 
alſo juſtified and glorified. Thus you ſee, 
the ſpring of all ſalvation opened in the 


council, and purpoſe of God before time ; ' | 


its ſacred egreſſion is continued thro' time 
in the charming diſplays of ſovereign love, 
in juſtification, adoption and ſanctifica- 
tion ; and continues its ſweet and pleaſing 
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current to the endleſs ages of a vaſt eter- 
nity, independant on creature agency and 
influence. Which leads me, 
III. To obſerve, that the foundation of 
God, on which his people ate built, 
flandeth fure, having this ſeal, the Lord 
knoweth them that are his. It does not 
totter and ſhake like our feeble faith. It 
is not liable to be eraſed, like the doctrines 
of human wiſdom, all of which muſt. 
bring ſhame and confuſion on their inven- 
tors and abettors. It is far from being like 
our own uncertain frames. Bleſſed be 
God, how weak ſoever our faith may be; 
however dark and diſmal our frames, how 
much ſoever the doctrine of the Croſs may 
be diſcountenanced by men of wiſdom and 
refined reaſoning, the foundation of God 
ſtandeth ſure. 
It ſtands not upon our willing, running, 
and obeying, for theſe are totally diſclaim 
ed by Paul to the Romans *, where he fo 
boldly lays the ax at the root of human 
pride, and pofitively aſſerts, that ** it is 
not of him' that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that theweth tercy.” 


* Chap, i ix, 255 16. 


If 
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If our willing and running could have any 
manner of influence upon God's founda- 


tion, it would render it as uncertain as 


our own reſolutions and endeavours after 


amendment; as well as entitle the creature 


to the right of boaſting, which is altoge- 
ther excluded by the ſcheme of goſpel 


ſalvation. But it ſtands on a ground more 


firm, and more becoming the wiſdom of 
a covenant God; even upon his own fixed 
determination, and unalterable purpoſe, 
to work in his people both to will, and 
do of his good pleaſure; and graciouſly 
to receive every poor periſhing finner, who 


ſhall came to him by Chriſt his appointed 


Way. | 
In this view of it, there is the ſtricteſt 
propriety in the promiſe made to his in- 
carnate Son, that © his people ſhould be a 
willing peaple in the day of bis power” ; 
whereas, had the iſſue in any ſort depend- 
ed on themſelves, the impropriety would 


have been obvious, ſeeing there was ſtil], 
or rather would have been ſtill, a poſſibi- 


lity of a diſappointment. Some one or 


other of Chriſt's people might have proved 


refracr, and of courſe the whole of 
D:g men 
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[22] 
them not proved willing according to the 
extent of the promiſe. 

It may be aſked of you, who have ex- 
perienced a being brought to Chriſt for 
ſalvation, which of you ever came of 
yourſelves before the ſpirit of God, by 
ſhewing you your wretchedneſs and ruin, 
made you willing in the day of his power ? 
If none, and I prefume none will ſay they 
have; it may be aſked farther, If your 
being wrought on to will and do, or which 
is the ſame thing, to believe and obey, 
does not proceed from that purpoſe which 
God your Father purpoſed in himſelf, and 
from that promiſe made to your repreſen- 
tative, before the world began ; not from 
any thing in yourſelves, which diſtin» 
guiſhed you from others, and attracted 
his regard? This has, it muſt be confeſ- 
ſed, been very offenſive to the ſelf- righ- 
teous in every age; the ſame offence ſtill 
continues, and therefore the doctrines of 
ſovereign grace, are as much the ſavour 
of death now, as they were in the days 
of the apoſtles. Nor is it poſſible for a 
man, heartily to embrace God's method 
of ſalvation, till he is fully convinced of 


his 


23 ] 
his everlaſting ruin, without an intereſt in 
it. When he is brought to this acquain- 
tance with himſelf, he will gladly em- 
brace a finiſhed ſalvation, take up his reit 
in the ſovereignty of grace, and rejoice, 
that it is not of works of righteouſneſs 
which we have done, but that according 
to his own mercy he ſaved us, by the waſh- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt, according to his own pur- 
poſe and grace given to us in Chriſt be- 


fore the world began *. And that the 


foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, having 
this ſeal, the Lord 9 them that are 
his. 
This leads me, 
2. To obſerve, that it might ſtand ſure, 
it is ſealed. Sealed for ſecreſy—ſealed for 
eſtabliſhment — ſealed to render the doc- 
trine of it authentic. 
Sealed for ſecreſy; hidden out of the 


fight of human wiſdom ; made known 


only by divine revelation, and therefore 
oppoſed by all, who remain under the in- 
fluence of the legal covenant. It is 


not at all ſtrange, that men ſhould ſet 


* 2 Tim, i, 9, Com, with Tit. ili. 5. 
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themſelves to oppoſe the ſcheme of grace, 
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ſeeing it lies ſo far beyond the reach of 
unaſſiſted reaſon; that even Adam, in a 
ftate of innocence, could not have attain» 
ed the knowledge of it, without ſuch a 


revelation, as was not given to him prior 
to his tranſgreſſion. Angels are ſaid to 


deſire to look * into the things of grace. 
It is not ſaid, they look, but they deſire 
to look; and what if it ſhould in the end 
appear, that all the knowledge which 
thoſe celeſtial ſpirits have of the works of 
grace, is learned of the church? God, 

who hath laid his foundation in a 
hath reſerved to himſelf the power of re- 
vealing it to the human underſtanding, 
which by his holy ſpirit he is pleaſed to 
do in our effectual calling; till that time, 
the words are cloſed, and ſealed as a ſecret, 
impenetrable, and from that time the ſom 


cret of the Lord is with his people. 


God's foundation is ſealed for its eſta» 
bliſhment forever. This was from times 
the moſt ancient, one of the uſes of the 
ſignet or ſeal, and ſtill continues the prac- 
tice of all civilized nations; by which 


* 1 Pet. L 12. | 
every 
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every deed is eſtabliſhed and confirmed. 


In like manner, in condeſcenſion to hu- 


man weakneſs and infirmity, in compliance 
with the cuſtoms of men; God willing 
more abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs 
of promiſe, the immutability of his coun- 
ſel confirmed it by an oath: that by two 
immutable things, in which it was im- 
poſſible for God to lie, we might have 
ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for re- 
fuge, to lay hold upon the hope ſet be⸗ 
fore us in the goſpel “?. 

Thus, believers, the foundation of all 
your hope, comfort, and full ſalvation is 
a ſealed foundation, ſealed with the pro- 


miſe of God, with the oath of him who 


cannot lie. If an oath for confirmation 
among men is to them an end of all 
ſtrife; how wretched muſt that unbelief 
be, which forbids our believing, a pro- 


miſing, a proteſting, a ſwearing God? 


What would! What can. guilty ſinners 
defire more ? This ground of conſolation 
we have, let us be thankful for it, rejoice 
in it, and know aſſuredly, that happen 


what 
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what will in this reeling world, God's. 
foundation, upon which we ſtand, on 


which our hopes of eternal felicity are 


built, is eſtabliſhed infinitely more firm 


than the ordinances of heaven. Could 
that be taken away, the righteous might 
indeed be wretched ; but whilſt that en- 
dures, it ſhall go well with them that 


| Fear the Lord, and wait for his bleſſed * 


pearance. 
This foundation of all ths; ways hind 


ſalvation of God is ſealed, to authenti- 
cate its doctrines, and warrant your re- 
liance upon their veracity. It .is ſafe for 


the poor defenceleſs ſinner to enter into 


the chambers of ſovereign grace; to ven- 


ture his ſoul, and all its concerns, upon 


an immutable Redeemer, and to rejoice 


in his perfect, his finiſhed falyation. 


Whatever doctrines fetter your hope by 


legal conditions, and lead you down into 


yourſelves for ſome good thing, ſome 


good quality or recommendatory diſpoſi- 


tion, inſtead of leading you to the ſpot- 


leſs righteouſneſs and atoning blood df 
the bleſſed Jeſus, ought to be rejected as 


ſpurious and hurtful. Whatever doc- 


trines 


1 
trines tend to lay any other foundation be- 
ſides the ſovereignty of divine love and 


grace, as flowing forth through the chan- 


nel of Chriſt's perfect obedience, ought to 
be guarded againſt as the moſt deadly evil, 
and avoided as the mdſt peſtiferous diſeaſe ; 
ſeeing there can be no ſafety but upon 
God's only ſealed foundation. 


3. This ſeal is the knowledge God has 


of his people; having this ſeal, the Lord 
knoweth them that are his. Bleſſed truth; 
reviving to the believer's heart. To be 
known and approved by the Majeſty of all 
worlds, how great the privilege! To be 
built upon God's immoveable foundation, 

how vaſt the felicity | God grant that this 


may be mine and my hearer's happineſs, for 


time and eternity. 
The Lord knoweth them that are his. 
He knoweth them now, with all their cir- 


cumſtances perſonal and relative, with all 


their labours, ſorrows and croſſes. What 
a pleaſing reflection is this? You cannot 
be exerciſed with one trouble, but what is 
weighed 'by your God, and adjuſted to 
your ſtrength. The Lord perfectly know- 
eth your deſolate ſtate as a church, what 

Rs Find 
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kind of a paſtor is neceſſary for you, wher# 
to find him, and how to bring about his 
ſettlement by giving him to you. The 
Lord knows the fear and anxiety of your 
hearts, your care and tender concern for 
the atk of your God amongſt you. He 
perfectly knows the difficulties and dan- 
gers to which you are expoſed, how 
to perfect every deliverance for you, and 
ſtill to make the paths of his feet glorious 
in the midſt of your afſemblies. 

What is principally intended by the 
apoſtolic declaration, is, the Lord from 
everlaſting knew what every part of his 
peoples conduct would be, from their 
birth to their death; foreſaw their fall in 
Adam, their enmity in an unregenerate 
condition, their ingratitude and treacherous 
behaviour even after converſion, yet laid 
his foundation, fixed his choice unaltera- 

bly, and ſealed his purpoſe that it ſhould - 
ſtand for ever. He is not as man, that he 
ſhould lie; nor like the ſons of men, that 
he ſhould repent ; being of one mind that 
he cannot be turned ; his council ſtands 
faſt, he hath done, he doth, he will do all 
his pleaſure. There is not a fin thou 
| haſt 
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haſt been guilty of, not a trouble through 
which thou haſt paſſed, hut ſtood open to 
his view from everlaſting; yet he loved 
thee with a ſpecial love, choſe thee in Je- 
ſus to holineſs here, and happineſs hereaf- 
ter. As all was foreknown, thy God, O 
believer, can be liable to no diſappoint- 


ment; he took his meaſures accordingly, 


and ſecured his own glory in thy felicity. 
Thus I have taken a brief ſurvey of this 

important paſſage, which was a remarka- 

ble ſupport to your beloved paſtor, and 


cauſed him to triumph over diſeaſe and 


death, as all ſhall ultimately do, whoſe 
hope is fixed on'God's foundation. The 
manner in which J have handled the ſub- 
ject, affords a kind of epitome of the mi- 
niſtry with which you have been bleſſed, 
and which I truſt will be continued to 
you, notwithſtanding the removal of your 


paſtor, whoſe doctrine dropped among you 


as the dew upon the tender herbs. I ſhall 
now apply the ſubject to the preſent n me- 
lancholy occaſion. | 


1. As it reſpects your dear departod 
paſtor. 
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[ 30] 
2. As it reſpects his mournful widow 
and children. „ 

3. As it reſpects you, my friends, as a 
church of Jeſus. And O! that the Holy 
Spitit may apply the word to all our hearts. 

I. The words of our text are truly 
applicable to the caſe of your paſtor; 
who was a man that had ſeen affliction 
and in the furnace_was taught the danger 
of creature dependance, the inſufficiency 
of every thing ſhort of Chriſt, as a foun- 
dation for the ſinner's hope. The doctrines 
of ſovereign grace, of a finiſhed ſalvation, 
of an everlaſting immutable foundation, 
were his daily theme. He preached no other 


doctrine to you, beſides that upon which 


he ventured his own eternal concerns, and 
which ſupported him in the proſpect of ap- 
proaching futurity ; yea ſuch, which was 
his only ſupport in all his afflictions, and at 
laſt ſpread a ſmile upon the features of 


death itſelf, This doctrine of a ſure foun- 


dation, has been the bleſſed means of your 
converſion to Jeſus; God has bleſſed it 
for your revival in deadneſs, ſupport in 
ſorrow, and deliverance from a thouſand 


temptations. 
Pom To 
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To come at a good foundation uſually 


requires much digging, in a way of mor- 
tification to all ſelf, to all creature depen- 
dance, as no more fit to bear any, the leaſt 


degree of our reliance, than quickſands to 


be the foundation of a palace. This mortifi- 


cation is uſually obtained through darkneſs, 


temptation,. and ſoul diſtreſs, which was 
the caſe of your departed brother and paſ- 
tor. His path in the beginning of his 
illneſs was dark and difficult, his proſ- 
pects gloomy at his entrance into the val - 
ley ; but it was like what is ſaid of the 


path of the juſt, it ſhone more and more 


even to the perfect day. Yet when his 
difficulties were greateſt, and his frame 
moſt cloudy, the Lord did not leave him» 
ſelf without a witneſs in his ſoul ; he fuf- 
fered not his faith to fail, nor his hope to 


be moved from its only foundation. Theſe 


words, © many are the afflictions of the 


righteous, but the Lord delivereth out of 


them all,” were particularly uſeful, in ſup- 
porting him garing the darkneſs of ins 
frame. 


Palm xxxiv. 19. 


— . 


R . Lo 2 T - > . — = — 2 . > 


CAE. ˖ĩ ˙»»—B PPP ELLE EEE OX X36 : 
- — — — — - — — — — ND ——— q — —ͤ— 


— 


—— — 
— 2 2 


— 


* 
— 2 A 2 8 — — . * * - 8 
— ——r — «c ð — — — 
— — — — — — * = — —— — — - — 
1 5 — 8 * 


e 
3 


—— oo 
— — 
— — 


— 
—_— 


2 


— = 


Wa — 


— IE non_y 
9 — —U . 
. 


. 
B oO cat 


2 js 


32 

Afterwards he aſcended ſome ſteps 
higher on Jacob's goſpel ladder, and found 
himſelf ſlaid upon God's immoveable foun- 
dation; the words of the text having been 
opened up in his ſoul, applied and ſealed 
by the Holy Ghoſt, were unto him as a 
well-ſpring of life, ſwept away all his 
doubts, and chaſed darkneſs from his 
mind. This work was gradual, but ſure; 
and he was not left to withdraw his truſt 
any more from the God of his falvation. 
Aud it may be obſerved, that when his 
hope was capable of the moſt vigorous ex- 
ertion, and faith was moſt lively in its exer- 
ciſe, we were ſure to find him lying as a 
poor periſhing ſinner, in the deepeſt abaſe- 
ment before the throne of Jeſus, rejoicing 
only in the Lord that bought him. As he 
faid to a friend who viſited him, © it is 
now many years ſince the Lord brought 
me to himſelf for life and ſalvation. I 


came then as an helpleſs, hell-deſerving 
finner, and I am ſtill the fame; I find no 
other way of coming to him now, and I 


ſee that, at my laſt breath, I muſt come to 
my Redeemer as the moſt wretched of re- 
bels, for he will have all the glory of his 

own 
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own ſalvation.” Thus low at the feet of 
Jeſus did he lie, thus abaſed was he in his 
own eyes, and thus he derived all his peace 
and comfort from, all his hope and expec- 
tions were founded upon the ſovereignty of 
divine love, as flowing through the plena- 
ry ſatisfaction of his Lord and Saviour. 

His work as a miniſter of the goſpel 
amongſt you was ſwift, and ſpeedily ended. 
His heart was in his Maſter's ſervice; he 
ſhunned no toil for your ſervice, whilſt he 
was with you ; but now the labourer is 
gone to his reſt, the workman hath re- 
ceived his wages ; having done the will of 
God, he fell aſleep in Jeſus.—In his lateſt 
hours, as many of you know, he bore a 
noble teſtimony to that goſpel which he 
preached to you, the power of which 
alone can ſtamp a ſmile upon the dying 
countenance, and embolden the departing 
ſpirit to look up with pleaſure to the joys 
of Paradiſe, This is a noble confirma- 
tion of the truth of the doctrine. This 
ſhows its divine extraction, and its happy 
influence upon our ſalvation. 

II. The text may with propriety be ap- 
plied to the widow and fatherleſs, the prin- 
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cipal mourner in this day of forrow. 1 
moſt ſincerely ſympathize with you, and 
- condole your affecting loſs. Nature obliges 
you to mourn under a diſpenſation fo try- 
ing; and not to feel a ſtroke fo heavy, 
would argue inſenſibility rather than Chriſ- 
tian meekneſs. You are a widow indeed. 
The very name ſuggeſts an idea of deſola- 
tion: and of all widows, thoſe of diſſent- 
ing miniſters undergo the greateſt change, 
and ſuſtain the moſt affecting loſs. Du- 
ring our lives and uſefulneſs, our wives are 
reſpected, and ſhare with us the regard of 
our people ; but when we are taken away, 
it very often happens, that our widows are 
treated with neglect. God forbid that it 
ſhould be ſo in the preſent caſe. I mention 
this, not from any ground of jealouſy 1 
have, but merely as a caution to prevent 
the ſucceſs of any temptation to this end; 
and with a hope, that the ſame degree 
of reſpect ſhewn unto the wife during the 
huſband's life-time, will be continued to 
the widow in her deſolate fituation. 
But although I ſympathize with you 
thus far, and really feel in your diſtreſſes, 
I muſt expreſs my expectation, that reli- 
gion 
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gion will teach you, my friend *, not to 
mourn as one that is without hope. Your 
huſband is: dead, but your God is alive. 
Your huſband has not left you defenceleſs 
in an inhoſpitable world, but in the care 
of his God; whoſe foundation ſtandeth 
ſure, having this ſeal, the Lord knoweth 
them that are his. Ves, he knows every 
widow whoſe truſt is in him, and whoſe 
expectations are from him alone. The 
viſible ſpring of your temporal ſupplies is 
by this providence dried up; but God has | 
declared himſelf the widow's friend .and 
huſband,” and to him belongs the earth 
with all its fulneſs. He will provide, di- 
rect and protect; for he will never leave 
thoſe who put their truſt i in him. Your 


* Notwithſtanding, in «thi addreſs to the widow and 
fatherleſs, the : preacher ſeems i in ſome meaſure to deſcend 
from the dignity of his ſubject, I cannot perſuade x my- 
ſelf to ſuppreſs'it, nor totally to expunge the egotiſm 
it contains. Eſpecially as on theſe mournful occaſions, 
moſt preachers deem it ſeaſonable to ſpeak a word of 
comfort, direction and exhortation to the near relatives 
of the deceaſed. Moreover, this diſcourſe is profeſſed. | 
ly printed as'it was preached, to which cafe the ſup- 
preſſion of a material part of it might be juſtly cenſured 
by thoſe who. heard it from the pulf pit. 
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charge is indeed great, commit it to the 
Lord; bting your fatherleſs children to 
him with whom they are left, and you 
will find him a father to them, nnen 
to his own gracious promiſe. .' 

My young friends, whoſe father is now 
taken away, I wauld addreſs you in a few 
words. What was ſaid to your mother 
may now be faid to you. Yourlofs in this 
difpenſation is truly great, and tears are 
well becoming your: ſituation. In your fa- 
ther's death you bave loſt a friend, a pro- 
tector, a tutor ànd miniſter; but all is 
not loſt. Your father's God 5s: the living 
God ; he lives to be ſought unto and truſt- 

cdi in; he lives the portion of his people, 
a fivengeh to the:pgor, a ſtrengih to the 
needy in their diſtreſs, a a refuge from the 
I! ftorm, à ſhadow: from the heat, When the 
blaſt of the terrible ones is as a ſtorm 
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1nL the wall, You may warrantably 
commit your cares to him, live in an hum 
ble dependance upon him; and with him | 

ſl you may plead your fatherleſs eſtate, W 
| well as the relation he avows with people 
in your ſituation... Let it be your main 
concern to be followers of your father's 
111 | OS | faith 
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of him, who through faith and patience 


be like his, your conſolations being firong 
in your dying momehts. bs 

III. I would addreſs myſelf to Jou, 
my brethren and fiſters, as a church how 


expoſed,” perhaps, to ſuch diſappoint- 
ments, difficulties and dangers, as may at 
preſent be but very little apprehended. _ 


yet indeed felt, but in a very partial man- 
ner, notwithſtanding forrow has drawn : a 


inconteftible facts do witneſs. To many 
of you he was a father in Chrift, and by 


ten to a lively hope. To all of you he 
was a faithful friend, and an uſeful mi- 
niſter, by whoſe labours you haye been 
built up in numbers, in comfort, and in 


you have enjoyed with him under this 
roof. On many occaſions, the good news 
he brought you from a far country, have 
Fa. 2 been 


faith and docttine; that being followers 


inherits the promiſe, your latter end may 


reduced to a ſtate of widowhood, and 


Your loſs is better felt than expreſſed, as 


cloud over moft of your countenances. 
His uſefulneſs among you was great, as 


the goſpel from his lips, ye werd begot⸗ 


ſpiritual knowledge. Many happy days 
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38 
been to your hearts as cold waters to the 
thirſty ſoul, and you rejoiced for a ſeaſon 
in his light, 

But he is gone, Who was wont to Ine 
ſtruct, to comfort, and encourage you.— 
His work amongſt you is finiſhed, and he 
is removed to the peaceful manſions of 
reſt and felicity above, where ſorrow and 
ſighing ſhall never approach, to, diſturb 
the minds of the bleſſed ſociety.—He 
is gone—You ſee bis face no more in the 
pulp it, —You hear his voice no more 
No more he ſpreads your caſes before your 
God and Father; no more publiſhes 
amongſt you ſalvation, for even the vileſt 

ſinners. For theſe things you weep. 
Vour eyes affect your hearts, and ſorrow 
Jours upon every countenance, becauſe 

ou ſhall ſce his face no more. - Him you 
hate. conveyed to the ſilent tomb, where 
we leave him to reſt in hope of the reſur- 

rection of the righteous, ſecure under the 
care of our great . covenant head, whoſe 
dead body is riſen, the certain pledge and 
earneſt of the reſurrection of his people. 

Your paſtor is dead, it is true, but the 
doctrine he preached lives; lives in your 
hearts, 
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hearts, lives in your lives and converſations, 
as far as you are under its bleſſed influence. 


Chriſt whom he preached lives, the great, 
the triumphant head of the Chriſtian 


church, poſſeſſed of gifts already prepared 
for you. May you be helped to ſeek your 
ſupplies at his hand, to wait upon him for 
a paſtor after his own heart, who ſhall go 
in and out before you in his fear, and ſhall 


feed you with wiſdom and underſtanding. 


Your paſtor's connection with you is diſ- 


ſolved, he is departed into an unſeen, and 


unto you unknown ſtate of exiſtence : 


but the foundation he laid amongſt you is 
God's foundation, and ſtandeth ſure for- 


ever—Upon it he reſted, when within the 
views of danger himſelf; by it he was 
ſupported and comforted, when ſtruggling 


hand to hand with that grand deſtroyer 


of. all natural connections. Yes, my 


friends, that very goſpel which he preach- 


ed to you, opened up ſprings of ever. 


laſting delight in his own departing ſpirit, 
and brought heaven down upon his dying 
pillow. So that he could rejoice in tri- 
bulation, and adore the ſovereignty of di- 


Uns love amidſt his dying agonies. 


The 
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The reaſon why your beloved paſtor 
made choice of the words now ſpoken 
from was, becauſe the Lord had fixed his 
foul upon them, as upon an immoveable 
rock, to get at which there was much 
digging, as has been before obſerved, in 
a way of humiliation and mortification. 
This, I ſay, was his reaſon, but the great 
prophet might have farther deſigns for 
your ſpecial good, both in a church ſtate, 
and in your perſonal capacities. 

We may, with great propriety, con- 
fider the text as ſent purpoſely for your 
encouragement. Whenever you look up 
to your vacant pulpit, you may recollect 
that, God's foundation is as ſure as it 
was,” it ſtandeth ſure, uninfluenced by 
any occurrence whatever. When you re- 
flect upon the abſence of your friend, that 
he no more viſits your houſes, you may 
recollect, that the Lord knoweth them 
that are his, and will take care of the fa- 
milies of his Iſrael. The text encourages 
you to truſt in God, whoſe foundation is 
the only one which ſtandeth ſure; tocleave 
to one another with brotherly affection, as 
wennn ee upon one and the ſame 
foun- 
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foundation; and to ſeek to Jeſus for every 


ſupply, having this teſtimony from your 
dying paſtor, ** the Lord knoweth them. 


that are his.” | 

Farther we may, with equal propriety, 
infer a uſe of creature abaſement from the 
ſabje&, which teaches you, that none of 
you ſtand upon your own foundation, 


but you are all equally indebted to free 


and ſovereign grace for your ſalvation. 
Therefore be not high minded ; let every 
one conſider his own nothingneſs, and then 
there will appear no reaſon for any one 


aſſuming an undue ſuperiority over his 


brethren. The moſt humble perſon is the 
greateſt. Chriſtian. 


his laſt admonition to you, to ſhun pro- 
phane and vain babblings, which gender 
ungodlineſs, and looſeneſs of principles? 
A church of Chriſt has, at all times, great 
reaſon to guard againſt the excurſions of 
vain curioſity, and to ſhun the company 


is Written ; as ſuch people are like an un- 


not, 


Who knows but the choice of your 
dying paſtor might be wiſely directed as 


of thoſe who affect to be wiſe above what 


clean Death ny will, if 9 prevents 
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not, infect all with whom they are cond 
verſant. But a church in a widowed 
ſtate, has cauſe to be doubly careful, in 
guarding againſt every thing that tends to 
perplex, and bewilder the ſimple. | Eſ- 
pecially to watch againſt all preachers, 
who lay a foundation different from that 
of ſovereign and immutable grace in 
Chriſt Jeſus; likewiſe againſt thoſe, who 
would pollute its holineſs by a ſpirit of 
vile licentiouſneſs. You have need to 
pray, my brethren, and to watch there- 
unto with all perſeverance, in your own 

behalf as a church; to ſet “ yourſelves 

down under the ſhadow of the Saviour's 
wings, for there only you can have ſafe- 
ty. . You have ſeen, how your miniſter 
is gone ſafely over the Jordan of death; 
gone over upon the foundation of God. 

He found it a ſure and perfect depen- 
dance. Let it be your prayer, that the 


To ſet yourſelves down, &c. At is not ſo much as 
hinted here, that dead ſinners can put themſelves under. 
Chriſt's ſhadow as a Saviour, or ſo much as perform: 
one ſpiritual action. It is not even ſuppoſed, that be- 
lievers themſelves have a power tc exerciſe faith at plea- 
ſure; but the deſign is to ſtir up the widowed Spouſe 
by prayer, to ſeek the ſhadow of the divine apple-tree, 
under which alone ſafety may be expected, and ſpiritual 
delight can be experienced, 

Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt may reveal the ſame in your 
own heart's experience, as there is not, 
there cannot be any ſafety elſewhere, or 
upon any other ground of confidence. 
This is one part of the ſpirit's office, and 
therefore it behoves us to ſeek for, 
to expect it at his hands, and under his 
tuition. 

To you whoſe hearts are ſtrangers to 
the grace of Chriſt, I would drop a 
word, if peradventure the ſpirit of God 
may bleſs it to your awakening, Whe-« 
ther you know it or not, your ſtate is 
truly deplorable; the foundation of your 
everlaſting ruin is laid, and laid by your- 
ſelves. Your firſt progenitor began, and 
you have compleated the dreadful 


evil. O, what will you do, when the 


Lord ſhall call you to judgment ? How 
will you ſtand upon your own foundation ? 
How will you be able to anſwer the great 
ſearcher of hearts for the thouſandth part 
of your wickedneſs ? 
« When riſing from the bed of death, 
« O'erwhelm'd with guilt and fear, 
« You view your Maker face to face, 
«© O how will you appear? 

Ks G -- How 
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How indeed? It is an awful day, and a 
day faſt approaching to every one, whe- 
ther in a ſtate of readineſs, or not. A 
day that cannot be turned aſide, an event 
which is inevitable. May you be helped 
by grace to conſider the things that make 
for your peace, before time ſhall be ever- 
laſtingly hid from your eyes. — You 
muſt be born again by the ſpirit of God; 
muſt have a principle of divine life im- 
planted in your hearts; muſt be convert- 
ed to Jeſus the ſaviour of ſinners. Yes, 
ſinners, you muſt be brought off from 
every ſandy, ſelfiſh foundation; from all 
truſt in your own goodneſs, all depen= 
dance on the legal covenant, to depend 
alone, on the blood and righteouſneſs of 
the Son of God ; without an intereſt in 
which you muſt forever periſh, forever 
howl in the regions of endleſs deſpair. 
Bleſſed are ye whole lying refuges have 
all been ſwept away, whoſe foundations 
of ſand have all been deſtroyed ; ye, who 
being naked and defenceleſs, have fled for 
refuge to the hope ſet before you in the 
goſpel, and who now ſtand upon a ſure 
foundation, It ſhall go well with you. 

3 All 
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All things ſhall work together for your 


good. The ſpirit of God will take care 
to finiſh his own work begun in your 
ſouls; will take care to bring you where 
Jeſus is, that you may behold his face in 
_ righteouſneſs, and ſhout Hoſannahs in the 
| higheſt. 

Now to him that loved his busch, and 
waſhed it in his own blood, even to the 
oreat Prophet, Prieſt, and King of his 
people, be bleſſing and glory, wiſdom, 
thankſgiving, honour and power, forever 
and ever. Amen, 
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